
 
 

Early warning of an imminent genocide against the members of the Banyamulenge 

community in the Highlands of Uvira, Fizi and Itombwe by the FARDC in coalition with the 

Mai Mai and the Burundian rebels.  

 

I. The context of the conflict and its actors. 

Since 2017, the High Lands of Uvira, Fizi and Itombwe have been mourning a war of ethnic 

cleansing of the Banyamulenge community that the Congolese Government is reducing for an 

ethnic conflict for its unknown reasons. 

Indeed, the following reasons combine to demonstrate that the government’s thesis of ethnic 

warfare is only a pretext whose objective is to divert the attention of the national and 

international opinion in order to allow the actors to this plan to achieve their goal: 

 The intervention in this war of three Burundian armed groups of Red-Tabara, FNL and 

FOREBU who have no ethnic problem with the Banyamulenge, in coalition with five local 

Mai Mai groups of Yakutumba, Aoci and Ebuela known as Mutetezi, Bilozebishambuke 

and Mulumba respectively from the Bembe, for the first three, the Fuliru and the 

Nyindu tribes, for the last two, before the absolute accomplice silence of the Congolese 

Government which never recognized the presence of these foreign armed groups in this 

war against the Banyamulenge; 

 The demonization campaign orchestrated against the Community of Banyamulenge 

falsely accused by some Congolese personalities such as Kwebe Kimpele, Honoré 

Ngbanda Zamboko, Dr. Mulongecha, and Rumonge, of being behind a plan of the   

balkanisation of Congo and the annexation of the east of the Congo by Rwanda, with the 

intention of inciting to national hatred, discrimination, hostility and violence towards 

the Banyamulenge in violation of the article 20 (2) of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights, before the accomplice silence of the Congolese Government; 

 The false justification of this war by the Mutualities of the Babembe Community which 

denounce the creation of the Rural Municipality of Minembwe as the cause of the war, 

as we find it in various documents and declarations to this effect, such as, (1) the 

petition of February 10, 2011 from the Babembe Community to Vice Prime Minister and 

Minister of Interior relating to the erection of the Minembwe village in a Rural 

Municipality in the Fizi Territory, which clearly announces on its fifth page that the 

erection of the Minembwe rural Commune risks provoking and fueling interminable 

fratricidal conflicts between the Customary Chiefs deprived and stripped of their legal 

power (no perception of tributes, for examples, see appendix 1, page 5, para.9). This 

document was signed by twenty six (26) people among whom there was Mr. JEMSI 

MULENGWA, who was at that time a member of  the National Assembly; (2) the letter 

n° 002/03/2019 of Emo Ya M’Mbondo Cape Town to the President of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo Félix Tshisekedi Tshilombo lamenting the Minembwe-Municipality 



 
 

phenomenon in the Fizi Zone, in which its authors affirm respectively to the current 

President that: “The Bembe people recognize Rwandans all those who usurp our lands 

in Minembwe and are inspired by your father of happy memories Doctor Tshisekedi wa 

Mulumba who did not hesitate to call them that (see Appendix 2 page 1, the last para.); 

on page two, paragraph three,  of the same letter its authors ask the President the 

following: “For peace to reign in our territory, Excellency, we would ask you that you 

find Mr. President another place to settle them there provisionally. A debate with the 

indigenous people living in the Territoire of Fizi could be the starting point to show you 

the way to resolve this complex and urgent matter. (see Appendix 2 page 2, para. 3).”In  

paragraphs eight and nine of the same page, the authors of this letter announce to the 

President the following: “Any insistence on settling Rwandans indefinitely with us, is 

perceived as a declaration of war by the allies of these Rwandans (see page 2, para.8), 

and that “All tribes living in Fizi agree with us that the question of interference by 

Rwandans with us must be resolved, and this as a priority (see page 2, para.9).” This 

sufficiently demonstrates that the current Mai Mai bembe, fuliru and nyindu coalition is 

based on an obscure agreement, because the creation of the rural commune of 

Minembwe cannot be the real reason, as will be demonstrated below. 

 

Compared to what is said in this letter to the President of the Republic, note that the Rwandans 

in question are the Banyamulenge who are not foreigners in the Territoire of Fizi, as the writers 

of the letter falsely claim, because they were in this territory before the intervention of the 

colonizer in this area, and the very name of Fizi of this territory was first spoken by the 

Munyamulenge chief Sebasaza, when he answered the question of a Belgian administrative 

agent who wanted to know the name of the animals they found at the current administrative 

site of this administrative entity, which were hyenas. And as Chief Sebasaza (who was a 

Munyamulenge) knew Swahili, he replied to the Belgian officer that these animals were Fisi, the 

Swahili term translating the English one of hyena. And directly the name of Fizi was adopted to 

designate that place and will be extended to the entire administrative territory of Fizi 

(Statement of Gracien Mudage Sebitarika, currently 84 years old living today in the United 

States of America, in New York State). 

The name of this Chief Munyamulenge Sebasaza appears under the name of Sebasasa, and 

Chief of the Village of Kabungu in Babungwe Groupement in the appendix to the Decree n° 15 

of August 6, 1937 creating the Sector of Tanganika, which is in conformity with the Decree of 

December 5, 1933 on indigenous Constituencies (See Appendix 3, page 3.). 

In the same appendix to this decree, we find the names of two others Chiefs Banyamulenge of 

the indigenous constituencies of the Tanganika Sector, notably the Chief Lutambwe of the 

Indigenous Constituency of Lulimba, and the Chief Moasha (Muhasha Ruhirimbura) of the mm 

 



 
 

Indeed, the customary power of Chief Muhasha (said Moasha in this appendix) began in 

Kungwe at the end of the 19th century, probably in the years 1897-1898, when he settled in this 

area from Katimuka in the Uvira territory, during the Batetela Revolt. 

II. The rural commune of Minembwe is not the real cause of this conflict 

It is a pity that our compatriots Bembe, motivated by the feeling of excessive ethnic hatred, 

seek to fabricate a history of the Territoire of Fizi without Munyamulenge, while the historical 

truth of this administrative entity is quite different as we have just demonstrated above. 

Indeed, the justification of creation of the rural commune of Minembwe is only a pretext, 

because the truth is elsewhere for the following reasons: 

 The Mai Mai attacks and their rebel Burundians allies against the Banyamulenge of 

the Bijombo Groupement and the Itombwe Sector and of a part of the Territoire of 

Fizi located between the two Elila rivers, while these regions are located outside the 

administrative boundaries of the rural commune of Minembwe, are sufficient 

evidence as to the falsehood of this allegation; 

 The creation of the municipality of Minembwe commits only the administrative 

authorities which took the decision and not the Banyamulenge community. What 

would be the part of responsibility of the Banyamulenge in this case so that they are 

victims; 

 All the lands of the country being the property of the State, from where then comes 

the claim of the Babembe Mutualities according to which the lands of Minembwe 

would be theirs, and that the creation of the municipality of Minembwe is an 

infringement to their customary rights over these lands? 

 

III. The role of the Congolese in the Plan of expulsion of the Banyamulenge in DRC 

From the above, we can only denounce the complicity of the Congolese Government in this 

plan of expulsion of the Banyamulenge on the lands of their ancestors for the following 

reasons: 

1. The total destruction of all Banyamulenge villages in the Itombwe Sector, a large part of 

the territories of Fizi and Uvira in the Bijombo Groupement, in the presence of soldiers 

from the regular army, without any intervention on their part to protect the 

Banyamulenge civilian populations against the Mai Mai attacks and their rebel 

Burundian allies of RED-Tabara, FNL and FOREBU (see appendix 4 of Diagram showing 

Itombwe area/Attacks of Mai-Mai Fighters and FARDC Positions); 

2. The armed attack of October 3, 2019 by the FARDC soldiers from the Makutano Position 

on three Banyamulenge civilians, in order to prevent them from saving their herd of 300 

cows in a Mai Mai attack on their village of Nkango in Itombwe Sector, and the 



 
 

surrender by these soldiers of all this herd of cows to the Mai Mai and their Burundian 

rebel allies, after having killed three cows and wounded three others by bullets and 

stabbed in the arm one of the three owners of these cows (we refrain from disclosing 

the names of these three victims for their physical security); 

3. The proven support of the FARDC soldiers to Mai Mai and the Burundian rebels in 

looting operations of the Banyamulenge cow herds which have already caused more 

than 125.000 cows looted and/or killed in areas controlled by these soldiers without any 

intervention on their part to protect these civilian properties against these acts of 

looting (see appendix 4 above); 

4. The absence of legal proceedings against the authors of inflammatory statements in 

favor of the war against the Banyamulenge, such as:  

 Yoram Eciba’s statement of October 25, 2019 to Radio France Internationale 

(RFI) in which he conditioned the end of  the Minembwe war by the dissolution 

of the rural commune of Minembwe by the Kinshasa Government. This 

statement constitutes irrefutable evidence that the Minembwe war and all the 

serious crimes surrounding it are attributable to him and to other Babembe 

leaders who are behind this war for having played an active role of incitement 

and sensitization for this war (see Appendix 5, on RDC: Minembwe assiégiée, les 

raisons des violences sur les Hauts Plateaux, RFI, Publié le 25-10-2019 Modifié 

le 25-10-2019 à 04:44). Yoram Eciba is a senior officer working for the 

government of Congo as a Customs director; 

 The article of Dr. Philbert Bilombele on the so-called chiefdoms of the so-called 

“Banyamulenge” in the Democratic Republic of Congo: When the archives 

establish evidence to the contrary, in which he poses as the only condition for 

the end of the war raging in Minembwe, the outright cancellation of the decree 

creating the commune of Minembwe. This constitutes an unequivocal assertion 

that the Minembwe war is attributable to the Babembe Community and an 

explicit recognition that all the serious crimes committed in this war are also 

attributable to all those who took an active part in it, starting with him and other 

communities leaders whose names and fact against them will be disclosed 

shortly see Appendix 6, on RDC-Fizi: les prétendues chefferies des soi-disant  

“Banyamulenge” en République Démocratique du Congo: quand les archives 

établissent la prevue du contraire, Par Dr. Philbert Bilomble B.A. (Hons, paru le 

24 février 2020 dans FIZIMediaEST); 

 Honoré Ngbanda’s special press point to the Kinoise Press relating to the truth 

on the war of Minembwe in which he accuses the Banyamulenge of being used 

by the Kigali regime in order to occupy the lands of the autochthone 

populations,  the plunder of the Congo’s natural resources, balkanization and the 

killing of the Democratic Republic of Congo as a sovereign State and member of 

the United Nations. This false statement by Ngbanda with regard to the 



 
 

Banyamulenge is an unequivocal act of appeal to their extermination for the 

simple reason that they constitute a danger for the entire Democratic Republic 

of Congo due to being behind this alleged Balkanization plan (see Appendix 7, on 

Honoré Ngwanda étale la vérité sur la guerre de Minembwe-

diasporanabisomoko, updated 11/10/2019 at 10:03 PM); 

 The declaration of Kwebe Kimpele before the Press-Club of Brussels of June 16, 

2017 on the problem of Kasai and its massacres, in which he calls the 

Banyamulenge of being Rwandan refugees by considering their presence in the 

DRC as being an occupation situation for which the Congolese must fight and 

drive out by arms. This is a clear appeal for ethnic cleansing and extermination of 

the Banyamulenge in their of country of origin (see Appendix 8, Kwebe Kimpele, 

Press-Club, BXL, le 16/06/2017); 

 The call to expel the Banyamulenge in the territory of Fizi or their massacre by 

the the Union pour la Nation Congolaise (UNC) member of the provincial 

parliament Homer Bulakali Mwana wa Bene in a meeting held in Baraka on 

December 30, 2019.  It is said that in his speech Mr. Bulakali would have affirmed 

before the participants that they are supported in this plan of the expulsion of 

Banyamulenge by the Congolese Government. This appeal of Mr. Homer Bulakali 

constitutes an act of direct and public incitement to the ethnic cleansing and 

massacre of the Banyamulenge committed by a public authority (see Appendix 

9, la Déclaration de la Campagne Citoyenne pour la Paix et le Développement 

Durable (CCPDD) de Bukavu du 2 décembre 2019). 

Currently, the Banyamulenge populations from the Itombwe and part of those from 

the Territoire of Fizi between the two Elila rivers and Minembwe are concentrated in 

Minembwe center and the Mikenge Displaced Camp, at least those who did not take 

the path of exile. Those of the Bijombo Groupement region are concentrated in 

Murambya, Mugete and Kajembwe, Nyakirango, Masoro and Irango.  

In those concentration areas the displaced populations live without any 

humanitarian assistance, and are regularly selectively attacked by the Mai Mai and 

their rebel Burundian allies before the helpless and accomplice gaze of the forces of 

the regular army. 

The recent attack of May 28, 2020 on the Mikenge Displaced Camp which brings 

together a coalition of  several tribes from this region is an eloquent example on this 

subject, where the seven victims who were seriously injured, are only Banyamulenge 

(see Appendix (C10) of some photos of the victims) 

What is painful and difficult to believe is that the report of the regular army, through 

its spokesman Capitain Dieu-donné Kasereka, speaks of stray bullets that hit the 

victims as if they were directed elsewhere than on the victims. This is an apparent 



 
 

way of veiling the responsibility of the attackers, and an implicit support for their 

action by this officer of the regular army (see Appendix 10, Communiqué du 

capitaine Kasereka sur l’attaque du Camp des déplacés de Mikenge). 

What accentuates the vulnerability of the IDP (Internal Displaced Peoples) 

populations concentrated in Minembwe and Mikenge is that they cannot go out to 

fetch food in their fields for those who have not been expelled far from their 

villages, or go to get their supplies far from their concentration camps without being 

fiercely massacred by the Mai Mai, sometimes not far from the FARDC positions. 

These two cases illustrate ignoble killings which took place in the same context of 

increased food need among the war displaced people from Minembwe.  

On April 18, 2020 the ladies Nyamwiza, Nyamutarutwa, Anna Nyansasirwa and Mr. 

Adoni, under excessive starvation pressure for their family members, left Minembwe 

where they are concentrated for more than a year to Kivumu where they were living 

before this war, a locality located some five or six kilometers from Minembwe 

center, in order to get food in their fields which are one kilometer from the FARDC 

position of this locality. 

Before leaving Minembwe, the victims had been deceived by the soldiers of the 

regular army that they would accompany them to ensure their security. Instead of 

accompanying them to the fields, these soldiers remained in their Position by 

promising the victims that they had nothing to fear, because the situation was under 

their control (The testimony of Mrs. Anna Nyansasirwa, the survivor or the Kivumu 

massacre of April 18, 2020). 

On their arrival in the fields, they were caught by the Mai Mai who killed the ladies 

Nyamwiza and Nyamutarutwa and Mr. Adoni, after having maliciously raped these 

ladies and mutilated the genitals and certain organs of their bodies ( see Appendix 

11, the photos of the three victims when they were still alive, we reserve those of 

their mutilated corpses to justice). 

And the old lady Anna Nyansasirwa who was not killed was taken to Musika, a 

locality located about twenty kilometers from the place of the slaughter of her 

companions. She will be released two days later, on April 20, 2020. She was handed 

over to the FARDC militaires who met and discussed with Mai Mai  (see Appendix 

12, the photo of the survivor the Kivumu assassination of April 18, 2020, Mrs. Anna 

Nyansasirwa). 

On May 12, 2020, pressured by the famine, Mrs. Oderi Nyakirayi and her maid/home 

helper went to Mulima, a locality inhabited by the Babembe, which is located about 



 
 

forty kilometers from Bidegu, the place of residence of her family. Back from their 

place of supply, they were killed in the Mukoko forest by the Mai Mai (see Appendix 

13, her photo). 

On April 24, 2020 Mr. Rivuze Sebasaza Domitian, after his cows were looted by the 

enemy, Mr. Rivuze was found beheaded, and his head was not found until his burial 

(see Appendix 14, his photo when he was still alive). 

On May 15, 2020 Mr. Muyehe Zaroti was attacked by the Mai Mai in the locality of 

Kafulo, in the Basimukinje North Groupement, in the Mutambala Sector of the Fizi 

Territory, he was cut to death with a Machete, and his herd of 90 cows was 

subjected to the same fate (see Appendix 15, the photo of the victim and those of 

his few cows which was cut with a machete).  

On 23 May 2020, the FARDC soldiers assigned to Minembwe forcibly chassed the 

Banyamulenge women from Ilundu in their farms and began to plunder the little 

harvest that was in them, knowing well that this area welcomed thousands of 

displaced people living in deplorable famine conditions because of the total lack of 

humanitarian assistance of any kind. This act of FARDC soldiers constitutes a means 

of genocide intended to intentionally subject these populations to conditions of 

existence which must lead to their partial or total physical destruction (see  Article II 

(c) of the Convention on the prevention and repression of the Genocide of 1948).  

This constitutes irrefutable evidence of the unequivocal role of the Congolese 

Government in this plan of ethnic cleansing which, to date has taken on the 

dimension of a genocide of the Banyamulenge with the direct involvement of the 

regular army in the execution of this plan for a long time sponsored by the 

Government. 

From the above, it is fitting to briefly present below some names of the people killed 

in this war on a non-exhaustive list. 

Here is the non-exhaustive list of people who have lost their lives during this war of 

ethnic cleansing of members of the Banyamulenge Community with the implicit 

support of elements of the regular army who have been deployed in different parts 

of the Highlands to oversee the full execution of this plan by different groups Mai 

Mai  and their Burundian allies. 



 
 

Non-exhaustive list of people who lost their lives in this war 

N° Names N° Names N° Names 

1. Byiringiro Bishenga 47. Savimbi Fatake 93. Semahoro 

2. Aaron Kibirira 48. Mudahigwa 94. Chubahiro 
Musinga 

3. Gatabazi Ruziga 49. Semahoro’s cow 
keeper 

95. Kaba Ruhengu 

4. Byishimo Gasogi 50. Semahoro’s cow 
keeper 

96. Espoir Mutegetsi 

5. Elisha Muyehe 
Gihura  

51. Ndayishimiye 
Kabuteni 

97. Rugorora 
Muzungu 

6. Jackson Gakingiye  52. Mutebutsi Myaju 98. Alexis Museveni 

7. Kanyamararo 
Nsamirwa 

53. Byambu Cosma 99. Ruberandinda 
Mutajiri 

8. Ngabo Mvunabandi 54. Pastor Enock 
Masomo 

100. Byicaza 
Karubandika 

9. Kadihira grandson 55.  Nyiranziza K. 101. Rutiririza Bibogo 

10. Minerval Kamaga 56. Pastor Jonas 
Ndagiro 

102. Gapapa Dudu 

11. Claude Nderera 57. Semabanga 103. Buregeya 
Ntoyinkiko 

12. Mucyo Byicaza 58. Giti 104. Ntoyinkiko son in 
law 

13. Elias Nshimirwa 59. Mubaya 105. Ndayishimiye 
Nganizi 

14. Freddy Nshimirwa 60. Serugo Mazuru 106. Boaz Nkundiye 

15. Rubibi Madeda 61. Peter Shema 107. Semahoro 
Kimenyerwa 

16. Karire Gishokoma 62. Abdallah 108. Nyamwiza 



 
 

N° Names N° Names N° Names 

Mutoto 

17. Osborn Gatabazi 63. Rurengera Bagabo 109. Adoni Fabien 

18. Ntayoberwa Mukiga 64 Aimable Bagabo 110. Nyamutarutwa 
Niyomurinzi 

19. Kiremwa Semakumi 65. Mugenzason 111. Rutaro 
Mushambaro 

20. Byishimo 66. Bagaza Barita 112. Segabiro 
Kanyabugoyi 

21. Bisosi Jigija Sebayehe 67. Buyoya Osé 113. Mukiza Misengo 

22. Gaparaki Ngarura 68. Musekera Manassé 114. Pastor Gapata 
Bidogo 

23. Rivuze Rugeyo 69. Kibonge Bijavu 115. Rutaramirwa 
Muhigi 

24. Mwungura 
Nyabihorwa 

70. Iranzi Gasaba 116 Ngirumukamyi 
Nyakwana 

25. Nyirandegeye Migeri 71. Munyakazi 
Changachanga 

117. Bitungwa Kijenga 

26. Rutunganya Muhwija 72. Chubahiro 
Butsiriko 

118. Ngabo Ruberwa 

27. Gapapa Ndege 73. Yakutumba 119. John Bukombe 

28. Bigabo Gitimbwa 74. Mararo 
Ruberangeyo 

120. Mbyayingabo 
Padiri 

29. Bisenga 
Dieudonnéson 

75. Nkiriho Kanoro 121. Sentozi 
Rwezangoro 

30. Kiruhura Sadam 76. Seka Rugimbana 122. Bakareke 

31. Freddy 
Mutegwantebe 

77. Mandevu 123. Kibonge 
Mutuganyi 

32. Mandela 78. Clément 124. Rukumbuzi 



 
 

N° Names N° Names N° Names 

Nkundabatware Ndiyunguye Byishimo 

33. Mannasé Sebatutsi  79. Mafunzi 125. Muganga Irakiza 

34. Rutabara Kameteri 80. Pascal Mugema 126. Kabunda Sendoto 

35. Byishimo Musabwa 
M. 

81. Sengabire 
Semiringa 

127. Rwamba Mududa 

36. Nkurunziza Byondo 82. Sebaragirwa 
Shabutwa 

   

37. Gatutu Rivuze 83. Muraja Rutaganda   

38. Byicaza Sahiriza 84. François   

39. Bizimana Rugamba 85. Mugaza André   

40. Mvuyekure Gitama 86. Bonk Serugo   

41. Gisubizo Rwamba 87. Bagaza Mashosho   

42. Amos Muhizi 88. Benjamin 
Zoziyamba 

  

43. Bisore Ruboneka 89. Rivuze Domitian   

44. Rubibi Makuza Kasa 90. Alexis Rutonda   

45. Mutebutsi 
Kabushoshi 

91. Imani Ndarwemeye   

46. Biregeya Jérôme 92. Tambura 
Ndarwemeye 

  

 

Note that alongside of this non-exhaustive or definitive list of all the people killed in this war, 

around three hundred (300) villages Banyamulenge were completely destroyed and more than 

one hundred and thirty thousand cows looted or/and killed (see Appendix 16, some samples 

from the destroyed villages and cows cut with machetes). 

As we have emphasized above, this list is only illustrative of the heinous killings to which the 

members of the Banyamulenge Community are subjected on the part of the local armed groups 

which work in coalition with the three Burundian armed groups of Red-Tabara, FNL and Forebu 



 
 

with the indirect support of the regular forces which offer these armed groups logistical 

support allowing them  to perpetuate their attacks against the Banyamulenge, who are weakly 

defended by their group of civil self-defence called Twirwaneho, (a Kinyamulenge term which 

literally means defend/protect ourselves). 

This group was born following the total impotence of the regular forces to protect the 

Banyamulenge civilian population against the Mai Mai and their rebel Burundian allies’ attacks. 

The group is exclusively composed of civilians who spontaneously organize themselves to 

protect their own against a well planned and organized extermination, behind which hides the 

Congolese Government. 

If the members of the Banyamulenge Community of the Highlands of Uvira, Fizi and Itombwe 

had survived the extermination plan which weighs on them for three years, it is following this 

natural instinct of preservation which enabled the active people to defend themselves. 

IV. The current FARDC coalition and Mai Mai and the Burundian rebels against the 

Banyamulenge 

Currently, there are apparent signs which sufficiently demonstrate the will of the regular army 

to destroy by all means the Twirwaneho civil self-defence group, by attacks it undertook against 

this group for this purpose. 

As such, we will cite intense fighting between the FARDC and the Twirwaneho in Kakenge on 

May 25, 2020. This attack took place after looting of crops from local populations of Minembwe 

by the soldiers of regular army on May 23, 2020. 

The same armed FARDC attack against the Twirwaneho took place on June 1, 2020 in the 

Kamombo region. 

On June 3, 2020, a security meeting brought together the FARDC Commander in place, 

Brigadier General Muhima Dieu-donné and the local Banyamulenge population in the presence 

of the local administrative authority, the Bourgmestre of the Commune of Minembwe, Gad 

Nzabinesha. 

During this meeting, the exchange revolved around three main points, in particular those of 

local security, the adhesion of the Banyamulenge to the Twirwaneho civil self-defence 

mechanism and their support to colonel Makanika ( who deserted from the FARDC early 

January 2020. 

In this meeting the General Muhima has promised to destroy the Twirwaneho by all means that 

it requires, using either a battalion, a brigade to fighter planes. 



 
 

Note that anyone who talks about the destruction of the Twirwaneho expressly announces the 

destruction of the entire Banyamulenge Community, because without this civil self-defence 

mechanism, the Mai Mai and their rebel Burundian allies would have reached this objective a 

long time ago with the veiled support of the elements of the regular army assigned to 

Minembwe, Itombwe and Kamombo. 

The destruction of all the Banyamulenge villages of Murambi, Bakura, Kwitala, Nkango, 

Malanda, Nazareti, Bijanda, Nyabihoma, Tulambo, Malunde, Kivogerwa, Kibundi, Mikenge, is an 

eloquent example of the support of the FARDC to the Mai Mai and theirs rebel Burundian allies 

in carrying out the objective of complete ethnic cleansing of the Banyamulenge Community in 

their environment of origin, because all these villages were surrounded by FARDC Positions of 

Kwitala, Nazareti, Mikenke, Kibundi and Kipupu which did not prevent the Mai and their rebel 

Burundian allies from setting them under fire  by causing the complete desertion of their 

inhabitants to seek refuge elsewhere (see above Appendix 4, Diagram showing Itombwe 

Area/Attacks By Mai-Mai Fighters and FARDC Positions). 

What is surprising and even constitutes irrefutable proof of the FARDC’s unwavering support 

for the Mai Mai is that it is only the Bembe villages of Mikenke and Kipupu which were not 

burned by the Mai Mai (see the above Appendix 4, on Diagraph showing Itombwe 

Area/Attacks Mai Mai Fighters and FARDC Position). 

Currently, Kipupu has become the headquarters of the Mai Mai, where almost their attacks on 

the Banyamulenge displaced from Mikenke Camp and Minembwe are organized. 

The recent Mai Mai attack on the Mikenke Displaced Camp which left seven wounded 

Banyamulenge came from Kipupu (see Appendix 16, on the victim of the Mai Mai Mikenke 

attack of Mai 28, 2020).  

In the same meeting mentioned above, General Muhima Dieu-donné pointed out to the 

participants that the FARDC soldiers carried out a patrol mission in Kakenge and in Mulima 

without any incident. Mulima is a locality exclusively inhabited by the Babembe, located about 

forty kilometers from Minembwe center. 

 While we are writing these few lines, there is an audio in Kibembe language of a certain 

Alphonse which reached us, on a meeting held in Mulima between the FARDC elements who 

were sent there by General Muhima and the Babembe of that locality.  

According to the message of this audio, the FARDC soldiers went at Mulima to solicit the 

support of young Babembe so that they come to help them destroy once and for all the 

Banyamulenge resistance of Twirwaneho, starting with the Camp for displaced people of 

Mikenge. 



 
 

The determination of the Congolese Government to destroy the community of Banyamulenge 

isnoted in the FARDC press release of June 19, 2020 which describes the self-defence group of 

Banyamulenge as a rebellion, forgetting that it was its inaction in face of the Mai Mai attacks 

against the peaceful Banyamulenge peasant that gave birth to this group (see Appendix 17, on 

Communiqué des FARDC of June 19, 2020). 

This is evidenced by the secret telegram n° 0282/EM SEC OPS SKLII COMDT/20 of June 22, 2020 

of the Commander of Operations Sokola II South South Kivu which instructs the FARDC to 

mobilize against the enemy threat in the Highlands of Minembwe as if the alleged false 

coalition of the armed group of Makanika, Androide, Twirwaneho and Gumino came from 

abroad to conquer Minembwe (see Appendix 18, on TG from CMD SECT OPS SUKOLA II SSK).   

It is very unfortunate that since the start of the implementation of the Banyamulenge ethnic 

cleansing plan in 2017, the regular army has never been mobilized on such a scale. Now that 

the civilian population has risen to thwart this macabre plan, the government speaks of an 

enemy coalition to be destroyed, while it has not dared to fight the Mai Mai coalition and 

Burundian rebels in order to protect the Banyamulenge against their attacks which have 

already caused hundreds civilian victims and innumerable material damage. 

Before these obvious signs of an imminent genocide of the Banyamulenge Community by the 

soldiers of the regular army in coalition with the Mai Mai and the Burundian rebels, it is time: 

 for the Congolese Government to act promptly to stop this plan of genocide by 

identifying all the actors to this plan in order to prosecute them by bringing peace in the 

Highlands of Uvira, Fizi and Itombwe for all Congolese populations without exception; 

and 

 for the international community should intervene urgently to protect the victims, 

because there is a just cause requiring its action to stop: 

 Considerable losses of human lives of the civilian populations of Banyamulenge of the 

Highlands of Uvira, Fizi and Itombwe which result from the deliberate action of the 

Congolese army in coalition with the Mai Mai and the Burundian rebels (see the above 

list of the people killed in this war); or 

 An effective ethnic cleansing, which risks erasing in the history of the Democratic 

Republic of Congo the Banyamulenge Community, which is accompanied by killings, 

gactive support of the regular army (see Appendix 11, the photos of the three victims 

when they were still alive, we reserve those of their mutilated corpses to justice); 

 An independent investigation led by the United Nations should be established to 

determine the reality of the threat of the imminent genocide for appropriate measures.  

Thus you will have avoided having in the future the regret of not having acted in time to save 

the lives of these Banyamulenge populations victims of an occult plot in which the Congolese 

government has an active role. 
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